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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES IN LEGAL ACTIVITIES 

Review of the book by G.A. Vahanyan and V.Y. Bleyan  “Information Technologies in legal activities” (in the system of state service), Yerevan, Nzhar, 2005, 176 pages.  (http://www.iatp.am/it/itlaw ) 

About the authors: G.A. Vahanyan is a professor, doctor of economic science and candidate of technical science, Adviser at RA Constitutional Court, official representative of Venetian Commission (Council of Europe) in RA Constitutional Court; V. Y. Bleyan is the Head of the RA Constitutional Court Department for Legal Information and Computerization, postgraduate of Yerevan State University Department for Informatics and Applied Mathematics.

The book is recommended for print by the Steady Education Institute of Russian –Armenian (Slavonic) University and by the decree of the Council of the RA Constitutional Law Center.

As introduction: Professor G.G. Harutyunyan, Doctor of Juridical Science, Chairman of RA Constitutional Court, members of the Venetian Commission of the Council of Europe, member of the International Association of Constitutional Law.

Reviewers: Professor V.D. Elkin, the Head of the Department for Legal Informatics of Moscow State Juridical Academy (MSJA).
_________________________________________________

Currently World Wide Web (www) spreads all over the world (about 900 million of Internet users and 60 million of servers were in the world at the beginning of 2004). Alongside with this, the volume of information transferred through and kept in Internet keeps growing. The database is so huge that it becomes really difficult to find information in real time, and to compare the information received is very difficult and sometimes is impossible. 

The book aims to introduce the main principles and methods of developing multi-language legal resources, algorithms, methods and problems arising when applying information technologies, and to the methodology and the software development of search, analysis, comparison, keeping, transfer and synthesis of legal information. The book is useful for introducing the modern information technologies (IT), the experience of using modern automated work places in the practice of judicial, legal, administrative, scientific and research activity to students, jurists, law-enforcement body personnel, state servants, law-defending organizations, personnel of legislative and judicial branches. The book may be used as a manual for students of juridical departments of Universities, graduate students, and those, visiting advanced training courses. It contains a special section of a rapidly developing new branch of science, namely legal informatics and information law. 

The book consists of 7 sections:

Section one considers conceptual apparatus of the area studied, development of information technologies (IT), the subject of information law and legal informatics, the possibilities of development of IT and legal activity. The main quality and characteristics of information resources are considered on the example of international and national information legal systems, including CODICES (data base of the Venetian Commission of the Council of Europe), “Consultant Plus” (Russia), “Juridical World” (Russia), USIS (Russia), “Irtek” (Armenia), Voronum /HaikNet / (Armenia), etc.

Section two studies algorithms and methods of multilanguage search. Ways to organize information are considered in details, as well as the use of logical operations and additional functions provided by the search engine, methods to form a question correctly to have a good result in finding information and natural language search. Also, kinds of search are studied such as factual, by context and combined. Readers get acquainted with the algorithms of search, formation of a subsystem of reflection, navigation and processing the date file found, learn about the technologies of keeping, fixing and editing them and about statistic processing. The material is presented as block-schemes, making the material more demonstrative, comprehensive and easy to understand. 

Further development of multilanguage information resources as well as issues and ways for the solution of actual problems connected with search of information in Armenian are considered in the end of the section.

Section three describes technologies for processing and analyzing multilanguage information resources when solving legal, economic and education problems. Many examples as well as results of practical utilization of computer systems are provided. Readers of the book are given the chance to get acquainted with IT and the capacity of legal computer systems when solving specific problems in the state service system. 

The section also describes application of information technologies in education process, including distance learning. Special attention is paid to online multilanguage vocabularies and legal encyclopedias, without which it’s impossible to imagine efficient and quality education. First results of the comparative rating analysis of the quality and demand for Internet resources of popular Armenian websites of state institutions, constitutional control and justice institutions of various countries of the world are provided in the section.

Section four includes description of a resource base of Internet, oriented on jurists. Here e-lists, forums, expert help, e-libraries, possibilities to participate in grant programs and many other things are considered. The list of e-resources is divided into the following sections: world legal resources, human rights resources, legislations of countries of the world, governmental legal resources of Armenia, as well as over 300 references to various legal resources (parliaments of countries of the world, constitutional courts, European Court for Human Rights, etc.).

Section five considers the ways for further development of legal informatization and information-juridical online services that alongside with other factors seriously influences on the public sense of justice, and the law and order. The section considers issues referring to the access of citizens to legal information and the necessity of development and determination of standards of legal classification in law. The classification, reflecting the legal acts data file in all its diversification and dynamic, and organizing it into a system is necessary, without which would be impossible to form information-legal space of Armenia to integrate with European legal information space. 

Section six introduces legal information neuro-network to readers, as well as the new technology of processing legal information, notional search and experience of use of legal neuro-network. Neuro-network of law is a system for modeling perfect legal relations, new technologies of relations without infringement of human rights. 

Section seven provides a scheme, an information model of organization of international cooperation with the application of virtual technologies based on the example of RA Constitutional Court. This material introduces international organizations, working in the area of human rights, constitutional control, democracy and human rights protection (European Conference of Constitutional Courts, European Commission “For Democracy Through Law” (Venetian Commission), Association of Constitutional Courts of French speaking countries - ACCPUF, International Association of Constitutional Law (IACL), Conference of Bodies for Constitutional Control of Young Democracy Countries). The whole structure of the e-library of RA Constitutional Court is described, and references to e-versions of International Almanac “Constitutional Justice in a New Millenium” and messenger of International Conference of bodies of constitutional control of young democracy countries “Constitutional Justice” are provided.
In the conclusion many examples of legal websites for individual studying are provided. 

The book contains 11 tables, 46 pictures, 17 schemes and diagrams.  

The glossary contains over 80 main definitions and terminology. 

The list of literature consists of 115 names of books, manuals and journals. 
Currently multimedia version of the book for distance learning is developed. The book is used during special lectures delivered for state servants of Armenia by University teachers of law. Its e-version is popular among students, graduate students and candidates of Russian –Armenian State University.

For questions and suggestions e-mail: gregor@concourt.am, arthur@concourt.am.

